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A Guide to Successfully Publishing Your Research in Peer-Reviewed Journals

This discussion will highlight important Internet-based resources necessary to identify
appropriate journals to target for manuscript submission, as well as valuable and helpful
research-related resources available during the planning and writing phases of manuscript
development.
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The Integrated Document Delivery (IDD) team works with a global network of
institutions to borrow, lend, and otherwise make available materials that support scholarly
research for USC faculty, staff, and students.
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Google

Scholar

Google Scholar enables you to search specifically for scholarly literature, including peer
reviewed papers, theses, books, preprints, abstracts and technical reports from all broad
areas of research. Once you set your institutional preferences, links to full text, if
available at USC, should appear.

To set preferences, click on Scholar Preferences. Next enter USC into the search box, and
click Find Library. Select University of Southern California, then click Save Preferences.
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Scholarly Peer Review Research Journals—What does this mean?
Scholarly vs. Popular

e Scholarly articles come from a scholarly source such as a journal, proceedings
from a conference and association publications.

e Written for academics and practitioners.

e May or may not be peer reviewed.

e May or may not be a research article

Peer reviewed vs. Non Peer reviewed

e A process that editors/publishers of scholarly journals used to attempt quality
control.

e Authors submit articles to publishers for publication.
e Editors choose peer reviewers (someone who is specialized in the area of article).



e The article is sent to peer reviewers (numbers vary) who edit and make comments
for publisher.

e Publisher decides to print or not based on comments (publish, not publish or
publish with edits by author).

Research Journal (article) vs. Theoretical Journal (article)

Reports on a research study.

As opposed to a theoretical article.

From a scholarly source.

Generally will have method and results sections.
May or may not be peer reviewed.

Finding Reliable Statistics on Your Topic
Finding, Evaluating and Using Measurement Tools
Writing Resources

Bibliographic Citation Tools

Important Factors in Deciding Where to publish
Whose is Publishing Similar Topics
Departmental Factors
Discipline Based factors
Type of Article
Publisher Metrics
Whose is Publishing Your Topic? Identifying the Most Likely Journals
Cited by as a Metric

Departmental/ Discipline Factors

Discipline standards, School based standards, Institutional standards, Peer review, Peers views



Journal Rankings

Authors and editors can identify the most appropriate, influential journals in which to
publish. Researchers can discover where to find the current reading list in their respective
fields.

Journal Citation Reports JCR
Eigen Factor

Almetrics

Google based metrics

PQDT for New Research on Your Topic

Research Journal (article) vs. Theoretical Journal (article)
Finding Reliable Statistics on Your Topic
Finding, Evaluating and Using Measurement Tools
Evaluating Methods
Writing Resources

APA Style
Bibliographic Citation Tools

Whose is Publishing Your Topic? Identifying the Most Likely Journals
Cited by as a Metric

PQDT for New Research on Your Topic



